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But Eſpecially on ome late 
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Ine Good or Bad Tendency chey may — 


: have by their Nature and Management; 
and a Propoſal rnd offered to e ; 
the Latter. 


- 


TY 
Lr EA to a Friend, 


WITH A 


[POSTSCRIPT by the ſame Author, 


by « 4 Lover of Peace. 
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[E true and only Deſign of ma. 
Leg this Leiter and Poſtſcript 
5 Publict, is given you in few 
© Words at the latter end, all theres» 
Pore I think neceſſary, by way of 
Preface, to ſay of it, is, that it was drawn up 
in order to the private Communication of my 
Sentiments to a Friend, and toeaſe my Mind 
of the Trouble of that frequent Concatination 
which ] find unavoidable to my ſelf, at leaſt, 
when there is 4 great Number and Variety of 
Ideas continually fluctuating in it in a con- 
fuſed manner on any Subject, which is thought 
to be of Importance, ariſing from a natural 
kind of Anxiety, leaſt ſome of them ſhould be 
loft in Oblivion; having always found by Fa- 
perience that nothing affords a more effettual 
Relief than ranging them into Order, and 
committing them to Pen, Ink and Paper, and 
therefore I hope you will be ready to paſs over 
what may ſeem inaccurate or otherwiſe defe. 
ctive in the Style, Contrivance, &c. and 


chiefly 


To the Reader. 


chiefly regard the Senſe and Meaning of ity 
which J Tate my ſelf is intelligible at leaſt ; 
but becauſe it is highly probable it may meet 
with a different Reception from ſome, who 
way think tenſe too much affect ed by i, 
(Their Cenſures by not obviated, Trmuſt de» 
Ire them to og 7 that not, only by the 
Laws of Chriſtianity, but the Dictates of 
their, omm greal Diana, Humane. Reaſon, 


they ought to rant me the Same Indalgence = 


they have 1 trenuouſly aſſerted to be due to 
themſeves in all Caſes, and then whatever is 
amiſs will be cover'd with a Veil of $1 N- 
Kk {RI ET. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


CONCE RNING 


p &Y 
WE: 
EDS 


SIR, 


? the Favour to — from 
24 you, my Opinion is, that 
Dn when Controverſy is ca- 


2ried on with an honeſt and 


1 ſincere Deſire of the Diſco- | 

very of ſuch Truths, which, when tho- | 

roughly known, have a natural Ten» | 
5 dency to promote Religion and Virtue, 
and te the en. its 8 
| B ily 


| CF - 
ſily diſcoverable there appears a Spirit 
of Candor'in every Line, the Opponents 
treat each other with that Modeſty and 
good Breeding which 15 due to their re- 
7 ctive Characters and Stations in the 
World. There is plainly viſible a paſſi- 
onate Concern for the Errors and Mi- 
takes they apprehend each other to be 
under, and a charitable and ingenuous 
| Zeal ſeems to cloſe every Paragraph, and 
the whole Diſpute is no more than a 
| kindly and friendly Invitation to each 
other, to make more diligent and ſtrict 
Enquiry into the Nature of the Subject 
which is treated on. Now a Controverſy 
managed after this manner (provided it 
he not on ſuch Subjects, about which it 
is unlawful, or at leaſt very dangerous, to 
diſpute at all) is ſo far from being miſ- 
chievous in its Effects and Conſequences, 
that it may, and indeed often hath, pro- 
ved of real Benefit and Uſe not only to 
Diſputants themſelves, but to others alſo: 
For it hath prov'd the moſt effectual Means 
to ſet ſome uſeful Truths in a clear Light, 
which before remain'd in the Obfcurity 
of Error and Ignorance, and rettify'd 
many miſtaken Notions which have ge- 
nerally prevail'd; it naturally whetting 
and ſharpening the deſire of knowing the 
e Trutz, 
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Truth, and excites to a more ſtrict and 


curious Search into the Nature and Rea- 
ſoa of Things, and makes Men more un- 
wearied in their Enquiries; and this the 


Experience and Practice of all Ages ſeems 
to confirm, by the making ute of the 
Methods of diſputing in the Schools in 


the Univerſities, and the Meetings in the 
Inns of Court for the tutoring of Youth, 
2 which have been found more effectual to 
PZ haſten the Progreſs of Learning, than 
EZ any other Exerciſe. It may not altoge- 
ther unfitly be compared to a Perſon 
travelling, though on the wrong Road, 


vet whilſt he thinks he's in the right one, 


ty 


; 


goes careleſsly jogging on, and is in danger 
ok being loſt, until ſome other, knowing 
where he is bound, tells him he's out of 
the way, and offers him ſome Reaſons 
to ſuſpect it, and gives him the belt Di- 
rections he is able, to guide him into the 
way again; upon which he immediately 
returns to the Place where he is ſuppos'd 
firſt to have miſs'd his Way, and takes 
particular Care to obſerve whether it he 
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ſo or not, and by what means he was 
milled, and omits no Enquiry which may 

make him more Skilful in the Road for 
the future z by which means he not only 


becomes a more ſaſe and eaſy Traveller 
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are the chief Grounds and Reaſons of our 
entering into a Debate, it is almoſt al- 
ways attended with Indecenſy at the in: 
very beſt, but too often with Rage and 


himſelf, but is able to direct others. In 


like manner does Controverſy, govern'd | 


: 

by ſuch a Spirit, and carricd on with | 
| ſuch Deſigns as J have deſcrib'd, prove a | - 
ready way to improve Virtue, Know- 7 
ledge and Politeneſs, not only the imme. BY © 
diate Diſputants themſelves, but in the] 
whole Community - f 
But on the other hand, when it is car. 7 


ried on upon other Motives, ſuch as a4 5 


vain Ambition of being counted the ;. 


| © 
Head and Founder of a Sect or Party, anf 


impatient Deſire of having our naturalÞY ;. 


or acquir'd Endowments made conſpi- ., 


cuous to the World (which perhaps .. 
would not be, ſhould be imploy them on T 


common Subjects, for then they might de 
happen to paſs undiſtinguiſhed among! 50 
the learned Crowd) out of a petulent pe 
Wrangling Humour, or which is moſt! 


pernicious of all, a furious, though per- to- 
haps a blind Zeal, for the Party they? up 
Happen to be engag'd in, by a Fondneſs to tell 
ſuch Ringleaders, or laſtly on Proſpect of 


Preferment, when, I ſay, any of theſe 


Fury, and that ſometimes ſo imperuous 


\ 

i 

} 
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n 
as to break out into opprobrious Lan- 
guage againſt cach other, inſomuch, that 


Perſon; wherein oftentimes no manner 


Reaſoning the Antagoniſt out of his Er- 


ror and Miſtake, and makiag the reſt of 
a the World ever the wiſer or better, he 
eis confirm'd in the evil Opinion he hath. 


1? conceived of the Doctrine or Cauſe, which 


alis eſpouſed by the ſcandalous Methods 
which are made uſe of, to ſupport it, 
PE: and this (to purſue the Allegory of the. 
du Traveller) is as though the Perſon, who 
perceives him to go wrong, inflead of, 
offering his friendly Reaſons, why he 


nt believes him to be fo, and endeavouring 
oft to give him the beſt Directions he is able 


towards putting bim right, falls foul 
cy upon him with opprobrious Language, and | 


tells him he could never come that Way 
ol but with ſome ill Deſign, perhaps to rob 
him, or the like, and ſo they go together 
by the Ears, till Night comes on them, and 
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in the Quarrel, left in Darkneſs and Con- 
fuſion. „ bs 
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the Merits of the Cauſe are often ſuſ- 
pended, nay, ſometimes wholly dropt, 
to fall foul upon the Character of the 


of Regard is had co Truth, any more 
than good Breeding ; - ſo. that inſtead of 


© they are both, and all who are engag'd 
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In like manner ſuch fort of Management 
of Controverſies as this latter, raiſes ſuch 
a Perſonal Animoſity not only between 


thoſe who are more immediately Pole- 


micks on each ſide the Queſtion, as often 


proves irreconcileable, but alſo conjures 
up a Spirit of Bitterneſs among almoſt all 
who ſo much as ſpeak, or even think a- 
bout ir, which firmented by thoſe Emiſ- 
ſaries of Satan, whom he hath poſſeſs d 


with a Spirit of Enmity to Peace, and 
who can cover their own Baſeneſs no o- 


ther ways than by introducing a general! 
Confuſion and Diforder, frequently breaks 
out into ſuch an ungovernable Fury, as 


reduces whole Communities to the very 
Wk of Ruin F990 en HUTT, 

Now, if we apply theſe different Cha- 
racters of Diſputants to the Multitude 


of Controverſial Sbribblings, which daily 
ſwarm from the Preſs, and Pocket Books, 


in this peeviſh and wrangling Age, in 
almoſt all Sciences and Profeſſions, how 
few ſhall we find which may juſtly lay 


any tollerable Claim to the former in 
compariſon of the Numbers which come 


up to the very darkeſt ſide of the latter ; 
a Reflection too Juſt, but withal ſo Me- 
lancholly, that it would be irkſom to in- 
large upon it. 1 ſhall therefore leave it 

33 mew WEE . 
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to the ſerious Conſideration of thoſe who 
are concerned, and proceed to another 
"X Conſideration concerning Controverſy, 
"2 which, conſidering the deſign of this 
Letter, which is chiefly to ſhew the Miſ- 
chiet which may. attend Controverſy, 
and propoſe a Method of Redreſs, is not 
to be omitted, and that relates to the 
Nature of the Subject about which it is 
„% q fd. 8 
And here I ſhall only take Notice of 
ſuch as more immediately belong to the 
Profeſſion of Divinity: For although 
ſuch as are peculiar to any other Science, 
are liable to be attended with the Miſ- 
/ chiefs I have already taken Notice of, 
ariſing from the evil Management of 
them, (a * flagrant and ſcandalous In- 
” ſtance, whereot has lately ſtain'd the mott 
honourable one next unto it) yet there is 
very rarely any conſiderable Danger can 
calily ariſe ' merely from the Nature of 
the Matter treated on, as is the Caſe of 
ſome Religious Diſputes, as will, I pre- 
ſume, be eaſily made appear by conſide- 
ring ewo Inſtances only, among many 
FOLEY. Es others 
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* Several Buffoonries, ſuch as ; auronomachia, pu- 
liſh'd an Account of Quarrel. Drs, M----d, W----d, 


(8) 


others which might be brought for this 


purpoſe, the firſt of which is, when the 


Point controverted is the Modus exiſtendi, 
of tuch Revelations as are more im- 
mediately and properly ſtyled My- 
ſteries. 

Reaſon and Myſtery, for my own 
part, 1 always thought to amount al- 


molt to Contradiction in Terms, and 


though tis poſſible I may be miſtaken 


in my Notion of the Matter, yet I be- 


lieve I may venture to ſay, 'tis an Error 


to much on the right Hand, that had 


every Body elſe lain under it, it had 


been never the worſe for Religion; for 


fo nicely is the danger of Error, Hereſy, 
nay, Blaſphemy it elf, interwoven with 
ſuch Subjects, that 'tis hardly poſlible for 


any one to attempt any tollerable Diſ- 


cuſſion without falling into ſome of theſe 
Miſchiefs, and if we obſerve with any 


thing of Attention, we ſhall often find 


thoſe, who, on other Subjects, write with 


the gr careſt Clearneſs and Per ſpicuity en- 


tering one End (if I may be allowed the 
Expreſſion) of a Diſquiſition with all the 


Shews of Reaſon, but creeping out, as 
it were, at t'other with an Abſurdity, at 
beit and feemingly hugging themſelves 


that they came off no worle ; and often- 
times 


2 
123 
0 » 
7 
3 
% can 
5 
1 * 
SE 1 
1 51 
ay * 
>> oa 
Bs LEH 
Weg wt + 
2 = 
* 4 
«7 
** 
2 7 
> q 
1 AG 
* : 
- Fs 
2 
& IC 
vi +; 
1 2 
7 22 
* a 
* N 
. ew 
8 EX 
7 1. 
tf 
4 
19 
Te 
8 
2 
. ; 
| 
» 4 
2 
5 EF 
4 
put 
28 
* L 
i 
5 55 
8 « 
> N 
4 8 
24 
8 
2 
q Pata 
2 
9 
7 5 
„ : Fa 
4 = * 
8 8 
* 7 5 
; 5 
* 
wy 
NO 
8 47 
* 4385 
9 2 
q 2, 
* #7 
* "* 
* WA 
8 8 
pre 
b 8 
: 8 
2 
2 2 
2 
wc, 
2 9 
1 9 
: 3 
& 
ke, th 
4 5 
IIS 
2 4 
4 * 
— 2. 
= 
- «ES 
3 
5 2 
4 2 
3 1 
N. 
5 
: 75 
E. FT: 
5 bes 
WW; 3 
1 


(92 . 
times it ſo happens, that the Diſpute can- 
not poſſibly at beſt have any other Effect, 


than to diſtract and confound the Under- 
ſtanding of the Vulgar, inſtead of en- 


lightning and rectifying them; but may 
have a much more direful Influence, as 
 weakning, nay deſtroying their Faith, 
and reducing them by Degrees to Scepti- 
ciſm, or Deſpair, and of this melancholly 


Tendency, 1 take, among others more. 


eſpecially, the preſent unhappy Revival 
of the Diſputes relating to the Holy 
Trinity. . 

For ſuppoſing thoſe learned Gentle- 
men, who have of late ſo zealouſly con- 
| . tended for the old exploded, and con- 
ſtantly refuted Doctrine, ſhould be able 


to diſpute ſome few Perſons into their 
Opinion, they muſt be ſuch as are of ſut- 
hcient Ability toexamane all their learned 


Diſcuſſions, compare their original Quo- 
tations with the Context, to try whe- 
ther their Inferences be fair and uit, 


and their Applications proper, under- 


ſand all the Arts of true Reaſoning, that 


they be not impoſed upon with dophi- 
ſtry, inſtead of it; and many the like 


Qualifications they mutt have, who can 


be capable of ſuch a Conviction, as is 


abſolutely neceſſary to procure an Aſſent 


to 


Þ 
i 

3 

: , 
| 


* 
H. 
© 

* 


(1) 


to any Article of Faith, that wants the 


Credentials the Goſpel Revelation came 


accompanied with; for otherwiſe the 


Convert is implicit in the Authority of 
the Teacher, and then, after all his Pains 


and Labour, Perplexities and Uncer. 


tainties, he is, at beſt, but where he was 
before, And now how few are ſuffici- 


ent for theſe Things, in compariſon of 
the Multitude, who may be infinitely 
miſchiefed, as I have hinted by theſe 


| Conteſts? What few true Profclires is 
tit poſſible for theſe Gentlemen to make, 
were their Doctrine as True and Ortho- 
dox as that commonly received? But 


if, on the contrary, it be really Erro- 


neous, to ſay no worſe of it, What muſt 


they have to anſwer for the evil Con- 


ſequence of reviving, and contending 


„ Eb; 
The uncapable of Judging, yet Well- 
meaning, which I hope 1 may be allow- 
ed to account a very great Number, are, 
as I obſerved, ſtagger'd in their Faith ; 
fill'd with fad Apprehenſions that the 
Foundation of their Religion, to build 


up which hath been their chief Care 
and Diligence, ſhould be Falſe and Er- 
roneous; nay, leſt they ſhould have 
been all their Life long guilty of the 
” ” heinous. 


111 


5 J heinous Sin of bag „in worſhipping 
4 Created Being, inſtead of offering 


Ppraiſes to the only true Go B. The 


Vviſer, in pretending to believe no GO 
it all, than t oſe Who proſeſs a Faith; 
but cant gree 'abour '' the proper 
Obj ect of it. . Libertine is mord 
tres and e in his Debaucheries ; fou 
let them, ſays he, agree what G o'p'td 
believe in, before they Pretend to pteach 
Obedience to his Commandments; and 
all the whole Herd of Sthiſhuatichs have 
but too juſt a Plea for chelr Separation 
from 4 urch, whoſe © Miniſters can- 
not agree on Articles of Faith to be 
„ profeſsd by its Members. Theſe, and 
many more Miſchiefs, are the natural 
_ Reſult of the Revival of the Controverſy 
Il am ſpeaking of; and that which does 
not a little contribute to theſe ſad Ends, 
, is the Conſideration of the Character of 
> Flome of thoſe Gentlemen, who are the 
1 
: 
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principal Advocates | for the Opinions 


when a Perſon of the deepeſt and uni- 
verſal Learning, uneommon Judgment 


and 


acceptable Sacrifices of Prayer ad - 


: | Sceptick and A4theift glory in their Infi- 
delity; boaſting Shen es. to be the 


thus endtavour'd- to be reviv'd ; for 


and Penetration, exemplar) Devotion, 


E> 
and ſevereſt Morals, . ſhall defend any, 
Doctrine, thoſe excellent Qualificati- g 
* 
re 


ons will certainly add great Weight toy 
it, and make firange Im reſſion in is r 
of a Mankind ; ſo that all tho e ,QXtraor: ; h; 
1 diinary Baue ear which haye been t! 
0 acquir'd with ſo much Expence and of 
Ia bour of the Mind and Body. both ce 
inſtead of having their proper, Uſe, and O. 
beneficial Influence in the World, be. pr 


come abuſed to the moſt pexnicious andi w 


deſtructive Purpoſes, Onè Gu think Bl. 
there ſhould need no other Conſiderationſ rit 
to induce thoſe unhappy Se tof an. 
deſiſt immediately from the jarther Pro · N mi 
ſecution of the Debate, and not only fof: 
fo, but to do their utmoſt, Endeavour to Ra 
hurry, as it were, into Oblivion what · doc 
ſoever they have, made publick to ther, 
World on that Subject, and then mayſhar 

| themſelves, and their learned ö Labours, Po 
emerge again out of that Eclipſe theyſſof : 
are at preſent under, by growing Ec. Dis 
centrick from the Sphere of Orthodoxy, bed 
and ſound Doctrine, then nay theyflma! 
again recover that high Eflecin they 
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: The ather | is, that when the Subject 
Jof a Religious Controverſy, though not 
ti. J generally ſtybd a Myſtery, yet is not 
to without ſo great Difficulty and Danger 
its reduced to the Standard of Humane Rea- 
ity ſon, that the like Diſputes about them 
or: have almoſt always been attended with 
en the Miſchicfs I have been complaining 
ndWof. Such, among others, is that con- 
th. cernin the Conſiſteney of the Divine 
nd Omniſcience, or as it is commonly call'd 
be. Præſcience, with the Freedom of Humane 
nd Will: How have ſome run into the 
ink Blaſphemy of making the G o p of Pu- 
lonrity and Holineſs the Author of all Sin 
to and Wickedneſs ; the Fountain of unli- 
to · N mited Love and Mercy, to be the Author 
alf of an horrid Decree, whereby numberleſs 
to Rational Creatures are irreverſably 
doom'd to an Eternity of Torment, be- 
tore they had any Being. On the other 
hand, how have ſome magnified the 
[Power of Man's Will, to che Excluſion 
f all Neceſſity of the Aſſiſtance of the 
Divine Grace, in order to a perfect O- 
bedience, which is in a manner to 
155 make the whole Word of Gon of none 
heſfeffect. It would be endleſs to enume- 
rate the wicked Abſurdities Men have 
allen into, thro" by bold Curioſities, 
2 in 


The 


theſe Arcana of the Kingdom of Hea- Þ 
uſe of, do ſufficiently make it appear, : 


reveaPd to us, which from their very Na- 
ture are dangerous to diſpute about, and 
are potius mirari quam mirari, (as was the 
| Obſervation of a good old Aste tic, and) 
humble Chriſtian) and are intended to Þ 7 


I did intend, according to my firſt Þ? 
Propoſal, to have difmiſs'd this Topick, Þ* 
Without taking Notice of any other Diſ- Þ- 


on ſecond Thoughts, there is a Contro- 


been, and, 1 am afraid, always will 
prove as pernicious to the Civil Com- 


of arc to Religion, and as the diſturbing 


Dir, 1ſhall be pardon'd by you, at leaſh 
for exceeding my firſt Propofal, in men- 
tioning à Diſpute which of late has en- 


. pts : 
1 


1 J 2 
De: 


C 
ia endeavouring to unfold and prye into 


ven. The few Inſtances I have made 


that there are many Religious Truths 


command an' implicit Faith in that 
intallible Authority which declares them 


pute but what related to Divinity; but 


verſy occurs to my Mind, which hath Þ- 


munity, as thoſe I have been diſcourfing 


the Peace of all Society is a Miſchict 
which every Member of it is bound to 
endeavour to prevent, I hope, good 


gaged ſo many able Pens on each fide 
i Sw SCN It Ea the 


a Chimera; an 
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the Queſtion, as would induce one to 


think our Conſtitution as great and un- 


ſearchable a Political Myſtery, as thoſe 
1 have mention'd, or any other, are Re- 


ligious One- 


And really, in my Opinion, after all 
the Parts and Labour which have been 


expended, the Multitudes have only 
been danced ſo long in a Circle, as to be 
made giddy enough to ſtagger into any 
Precipice; for let us but conſider how 
ſome Zealots for Monarchy on one hand 


endeavour to lodge ſuch a Power in the 
Crown, as to make all Laws for the Se- 


curity of the Subject altogether Precari- 

ous, and conſequently the Conſtitution 
| 4 unleſs the King derive 

his Pedigree without a Chaſm from A- 


| dam, he ſhall have no Title to this Power 
neither. On the other hand, ſome are ſo 


fond of their own dear Native Liberty, 


that they will be their own King. 
makers, and have the Original of Go- 


vernment proceed from the Voice of the 
Rabble, not having ever read, one would 

think, thoſe Texts of Scripture, by me 
Rings reign, &c. he putteth down one, and 


ſetteth up another; the Power that be, 
are ordained of GO PD, and the . like, 
Another fort will have all Right of Pe- 


minion 
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ſonable, it will follow, that not only 


alter an hundred Years ſcribblipg on all 
ſides, the ſeveral Parties retain the ſame 
Opinion, with the ſame or greater Zeal. 


than ever, and for ought appears to the 


Thus, sir, I, have given you, accord- 


ing to your Deſire, my Sentiments. of 


this Matter, with as much Brevity as 
1 could conveniently ; and now I crave 
leaye (the Station you are in enabling 
you to improve what is propoſed for 
the Uſe. and Benefit of the Publick) to 
ſuggeſt farther, that if the few Obſer- 


vations I have made are Juſt and Rea- 
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contrary, are likely to do fo, as long 
as Government and Subjection con- 
tinue Relatives, and no other Con- 
ſequences {hall attend the Debate, but 
thoſe miſchievous Ones I have menti- 
oned. 
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the Peace and Welfare” of Private Chri- 


ſtians, but the Church in general; nay, 
and the State too, ſtand in need of a Re- 


medy for the Cure of that Scab (to uſe 


the Expreſſion of a learned and judicious 
Perſon) which this Itch of Diſputation is 


the ſad Occaſion of; and therefore it would 


be ſo far from being any Infringement on 
Natural, Political or R 
for the Government, either Eccleſiaſti- 
cal or Temporal, to interpoſe its Autho- 
'Tity, that it becomes as much a Duty 
as the Conſervation of 'the' Publick Peace 
in any other Caſe-whitſoever 5 but it 
may be objected, that ſuch a Practice in 
Governours may be of very evil Conſe- 


eligious Liberty, 


quence; for under ptetence of ſtiffing 


Religious Contentions, and ſuppreſſing 
Herefy, &. they may put a Stop to 
the Propagation ot Chriſtian Knowledge, 
Morality, and whatever elſe may be 
uſeful: And we know, that no Coun- 
try but one time or other has had Go- 
vernours wicked enough to do ſo; be. 
ſides, it frequently happens, that they are 


no competent Judges in ſuch! Caſes. 


Now though there are many ways of 
anſwering theſe Objections, yet 1 ſhall 
rather chufe to remove the very Foun- 
dation of them, by propoſing to ps 
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the Power of cenſuring or approving 


whatever is publiſhed to the World, in | 


the Hands of ſuch as, muſt be allowed 
to be the moſt proper J udges, pM if there 
can be any. at all. n bh = 


_ ..Suppoling then there were a certain 
Number oi the higheſt Degree-in every 


Profeſſion (for I can't approve. of lodg- 
ing ſuch a Power in the Breaſt of one 

ſingle Perſon, though of the very prime 
Order) appointed to be ſtanding Cen- 
- ſors, and have a Power veſted in them to 


examine ſuch. Books, and Papers as ſhall 


be publiſhed in, their reſpective Sciences, 
and according as they are approved or 


< 


condemn d by ths Majority, they ſhall 


be publickly ſold and diſpers d Abroad, 


or prohibited and ſtigmatis d by a pub- 
lick Sentence or Decree, which, with 


their Reaſons; for ſuch Sentence, ſhould 
remain on Record, and the Authors 
. puniſhed in Proportion to the Degree 
of their evil Tendency, declared by ſuch 


Sentence, which Record ſhould be ſo 


kept, as that the ſame Recourſe may be 
had to them as to thoſe of other Caſes; 


and I cannot but be of Opinion at pre- 
ſent, that a Judicature of ſuch a Na- 


ture would prove a more effectual Me- 


thod for preventing not only the Evil I 
RB On am 
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for beſides this latter carrying with it an 


Air of ſomething Arbitrary, Which al- 
Ways furniſhes. a handle for Clamourg 
it cannot” anſwer the Deſign of a Cure 
of theſe, Evils, becauſe they may be 
propagated Wich as good, if not better 
Success, by other Means. This Method 
ſeems to me like going ng to' work like: 
urge 
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am complain 


* 


ut. the ſpreading 
and eg angels Tenets of all 
forts, than, 171 Abſolüte Reſtraint on the 


Method generally propoſed): 


Quacks or unskilful ons, who make 
it their chief Aim to cicarriſe a Wound. 
or Ulcer, without having any Regard to 
a due Suppuratioa, and mundifying and 
Incarnation underiieath, by which Means 
indeed there ſeems a Cure, whereas on- 
the corrupted Sanies being confined, and 
by an evil Ferment contracting a greater 
Mruleneh and Corroſiveneſs, preys upon / 
the more Nervous Parts, and admits of / 
no Cure; until the Knife or Cauſtivk | 
makes way for rhe Medicine. 771 
In like manner dangerous Opinions, | 
and ſcandalous and ſeditious Libels 
are diſpers'd with greater Induſtry, and 
receiv'd with more Eagerneſs in Manu- 
ſcript, from the Pocket-hook, or private 


Heß, Fan the any one, every Body - 
„23 * being 


* 
E ; 
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. 
the Power of cenſuring or approving 
whatever is publiſhed to the World, in 

the Hands of ſuch as muſt be allowed 
to be the moſt proper Judges, if there 
est ibe anysat all. 
Biouppoſing then there were a certain | : 

Number oi the higheſt Degree in every |? 

Profeſſion (for I can't approve. of lodg- 
ing ſuch a Power in the Breaſt of one 
ſingle Perſon, though of the very prime 
Order) appointed to be ſtanding Cen- 
ſors, and have a Power veſted in them to 
examine ſuch Books, and Papers as ſhal! ! 
Dee pabiiqmed in their reſpettive Selegces, 
al nd according as they are approved or 
condemnd by ths Majority, they ſhall 


be publickly ſold and diſpers d Abroad, 
1 or prohibited and ſtigmatis d by a pub- 
# lick Sentence or.. Decree, which, with 
| their Reaſons; for ſuch Sentence, ſhould 
remain on Record, and the Authors 
_ . puniſhed in Proportion to the Degree 
of their evil Tendency, declared by ſuch | 
Sentence, which Record ſhould be ſo 
kept, as that the ſame Recourſe may be 
„ had to them as to thoſe of other Caſes; 
| and I cannot but be of Opinion at pre- 
| ſent, that a Judicature of ſuch a Nas 
i ture would prove a more effectual Me- 
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thod for preventing not only the Evil I 
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am complaining of ut_the ſpreading 
and propagating dangerous Tenets of all 
E forts, than an abſolute Reſtraint on the 
Press, (the Method generally propoſed ) 
for beſides this latter carrying with it an 
Air of ſomething Arbitrary, - Which al- 
Ways furniſhes. a handle for Clamourg! 
it cannot anſwer the Deſign of a Cure 
of theſe  Evils, | becauſe they may e 
pPropagated with as good, if not better 
Succels, by other Means. This Method 
ſeems to me like going to work like: 
| Quacks. or unskilful Surgeons, who make 
it their chief Aim to cicatriſe a Wound 
or Ulcer, without having any Regard to 
a dye Suppuration, and mundifying and 
Incarnation underficath, by which Means- 
indeed there ſeems a Cure, whereas on-- 
© the corrupted Sanies being confined; and. 
by an evil Ferment contracting a greater 
2 Vraleney and Corroſiveneſs, preys upon 
the more Nervous Parts, and admits ef 
no Cure, until the Knife or Cauſtivk 
makes way for rhe Medicine. al 
In like manner dangerous Opinions, - 
ahd ſcandalous and ſeditious Libels - 
are difpersd with greater Induſtry, ard 
receiv'd with more Eagerneſs in Manu-' 
{cript, from the Pocker-book,- or private 


Prch, than The Publick _ every Body 
5 being | 
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the World yhatſoever. 


3 — 
being fond of Secrets, and have a more 
dangerous Influence on the Minds of Men 
meeting with no Controul from con- 
trary Reaſoning or juſt Cenſure, ſo that 
the Contagion ſpreads without any Poſh. 


| bility of Remedy, and this Peſtilence 


that walks in Darkneſs, is more deſtru- 
Arive to the Community than the Ar- 
row that flyeth at Noon Day. Whereas 
by the Method I propoſe, . there would 


in a ſhort time be almoſt an infallible 


Preſcription on Record againſt all theſe 
Diſeaſes of the Mind, When any one 


ſhould be ſo bold as to endeavour to 
propagate them afreſn; and I am aware 
of no other Objection at ad to this 


Scheme, but ſuch as have been generally 
made uſe of againſt all Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures, and have been abundantly proved 
to be as good againſt all Judicatures in 
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And now, Sir, it remains, that 1 


ſhould, according to Cuſtom, make ſome 
Apology for the Imperfections of my 
Letter, bold Intruſion of my Opinion, 
and the like ; and which, I muſt own, 
would be highly neceſſary, were I a 


Stranger to that uncommon Candour and 


Ingenuity with, which you are wont to 
treat the Failings and Imperfections of 


the 
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| the reſt of Mankind ; but having a juſt 


Senſe of it, I ſhould think my ſelf juſtly 


| a Chargeable with the Crime of Ingrati- 
tude Thould 


de ſhould 1 treſpaſs. on your Fati- 
ence for that purpoſe. I ſhall therefore 
ZS d ann on 
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Tour ever Obliged, Rc. 
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INE my Writing the a- 
2 8 foregoing Letter, I have met 
with ſuch * Information, that 


— 


I 1 have all imaginable Reaſon 


Es 
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1 o believe, that ſome. or other 
of theſe evil Motives I have mention'd 
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Men Mr. When took his late Ramble, 
1 under pretence of making ſome Ovſervations by the 
l! | Dippmg- Nee dle, towards diſcovering the Longitude, 
| be viſited the moſt eminent Diſſentivg Teachers, lay 
| at ſome of their Houſes, and had them gatheres 
together, and held a Conference with them; ſo tha: We 
{ think it but too apparent, that a Faction ag ainſi 
1 the Church of England ſeems to be his main De- 
| ; 
4 


gt 


rad mans "3 DI TY COT © 


"Ih 


ducing . the Gentlemen of the New 
Creed: (as ſome diſtinguiſh them, of the 


=) old Hereſy, as others) to publiſh their 


* 


EZ Notions: to the World, neither do I find 


any of them that can lay Claim to any 
part of the good Character I have ſup- 
pos'd fome of them to merit, except it 


be as to their Learning, of which they 


are ſo proud, and opinionated, as to 
treat all who differ trom them with 
ſuch an haughty Superciliouſneſs and 

Diſdain, that when, on any Occaſion, 
they confer with, or make mention o 


: them, they can hardly confine themſelves 
Within the Bounds of good Breeding, 


but are ready to make uſe of contemp- 
tuous Language, though they are never 
ſo univerſally Efteem'd for their Ability 


by the reſt of the learned World; but 1 


preſume it may be ſaid to theſe Perſons, 
as it was by the Apoſtle by ſome in his 


E Days, Cor. 10. Ver. 12. They meaſure 


themſelves by © themſelves, and comparing 
themſelves among themſelves, are not 
wif bo ad „ $3 


I did really believe ſome of them to 


be ſuch Men as I have deſcribed ; but 
if the Characteriſtick which have been 
given me of them ſince, as I have ob- 


5 * 


ſerved, be true. 


ved, be true. I find my ſelf exceed. 
ingly miſtaken 3, and I am the rather 
induced to believe them to be, ſo, from 
the Behaviour of one of them, who i 
lately (I may fay very unhappily) come 
into the Neighbourhood of the Place 
Where 1 live. This Gentleman has 
Wrote a great deal on ſome of the Sub- 
jects * 1 have mention'd, with What 
Judgment and Accuracy I ſhall not take 
upon me to determine, and hath laid 
about him in the Pulpit to the ſame 
Purpoſe, with ſuch Ardency and Zeal,, 

that one would have been apt to believe, 

by ſome Expreſſions he has ſometimes 
made uſe of, nothing leſs than Mar- 
 tyrdom would have been his Choice, 
an Defence of his Doctrine; but 1 think 
it will but too plainly appear, by what 
follows, he is reſolv'd to keep himſelf out 
MEE ß 
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There is a Report, that at a Conference between 
Dr. Coe and Dr. Wa d, the former, among 
eit hen Diſſuafives, made uſe chiefly of this, That it 
mas nat the way to Preferment to. print his Book : 4 
wretchea Suggeftion offer'd to ſo wonderful a Perſon, 
umd if true, ſerves to fhew with what Vrews that Gen- 
tlemam has taken ſo nuch Pains ia the Cauſe, at leaſt, 
in ſome Meaſure. = 
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This Gentleman Cmeerly upon the 
Score of his Principles, as tis generally 
believed) had ſuch an Eceleſiaſtical Pre- 
ferment beſtowed upon him, as, it was 
thought by his Patron and other 
© Friends, he might quietly hold with- 
out being obliged to qualify himſelf; 
as he muft do for another Living; and 
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he might have eſcaped any Notice, 
could he have been contented to have 
kept his particular Opinions to himſelf z 
but he, on the contrary, conſtantly 
= venting them from the Pulpit, raid. 
ſuch Diſturbance and Uneaſineſs in' the 
Minds of his Audients, Who are gene- 
„ rally People of found Principles, and 
k good Morals, and many of them of 
t conſiderable Knowledge and Under. 
t ſtanding, and have been many Years 
under the Care of a Pious, Orthodox, 
s and very Learned Paſtor, that they 
were reſolved to make him give ſuch 
publick Teſtimony as the Law re- 
quired from all Lecturers, that he was 
of the Principles of the Church of Eng- 
land. Of this he had, as l'm inform'd, 
frequent private Intimation, which yet 
had no Influence on him, he ſtill per- 
| liſting in his Neglect or Ne rg 
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though they were in that miſtaken, yet 


; thinking, in the leaſt, he run the Haz. 
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zard of an ipſo facto Forfeiture of his 
Benefice, (which, ſome ſay, he has actu- 
ally done) being very loth to give him- 
ſelf the Lye, as I may ſay, in fo ſolemn 


a manner, by contradicting and gain- 
ſaying what he had not only wrote and 


publiſhed as formerly, but what he had 


lo often preach'd in that very Congre- 
gation where his Publick Aſſent and 


Conſent was to be declared, which he 
was conſcious to himſelf, he muſt do 


by ſuch a Declaration; but to contract 
my Story, Application was made to 


his Pious and Orthodox Dioceſan, who 
expreſſed a juſt Diſlike to his Principles, 


and oblig'd him to ſubſcribe the Arti- 
cles, (which he did, to the Surprize of 
all Men of Integrity and honeſt Mean- 


ing) and afterwards to: declare his 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Truth of 


what is contain'd in the Book of Com- 
mon- Prayer, &c. in the open Congre- 
gation, as the * Law directs, by which, 


and 
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His Lordſhip told ſome of his Clergy, he abhorr'd 
theſe Men's Principles; and whereas Mr. Whiſton 


had once preach'd for the Lecturer, he thirged the 


Miniſter of the Pariſh, he ſhould not ſuffer him any 
more to come into his Pulpit, 
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and a Private Teſtimony his Lordſhip 
= was pleaſed to give of his juſt Aver- 
ſion to theſe Principles, 1 cannot but 


obſerve that he has ſecur'd to himſelf 
the Affections of his Clergy, and the 


Eſteem of all who are Friends to the 


Eſtabliſh d Religion · | But to return to 


the Gentleman, 


The Account I have had of his 
Preaching theſe Doctrines, which were 
the Occaſion of the Complaint to his 
Lordſhip, are too general to make 
good the Charge of his denying his 
former Principles, or declaring his AC. 


ſent and Conſent to ſuch as are Repug- 


nant to them, which amounts to the 
fame z -Sherefors I ſhall take no Notice of 


to quote a alte among Multitudes 
of others 0 f:the like Nature, out of a 
Book All extant in his Name, and de- 


| fire the Reader to compare them with 
the Doctrine, Liturgy, &. of the 
Church of England; od 1 perſwade 
my ſelf that will be ſufficient to ſatisfy 
any reaſonable and unprejudicd P erſoa 
of the Juſtice of it. 


Fhe Book is entituled, The Grounds o Ul 


| Becleſiotical and Civil Government Conſi 
der d, &cc. Woadag, Printed, 1518. 
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Where Page 22. after having taken 23 
great deal of Pains to ſhew how much!? 
we are oblig'd to the Civil Power for gi. 
1 ving us leave to have ſome Order in 
5 in Religious Matters, he has thi 
1 Paſſage, As no Man naturally can bart. 
k 4 Right to govern others in civil Matter, 
[i ſo neither in Religious without their Conſent, 
. and therefore the Civil Power may pre ſide 
J over all Perſons and all Things Cnot Cauſes) 
=_ -- that relate to Religion, and appoint the Pub. 
iy lick Officers and Miniſters of it, and invel 
_—_ them with their proper Powers. And af 
i! Line or two farther, after having deri- 
i ved all Civil Power from the People, and 
condemn'd all as Guilty of an Error, 

who think otherwiſe, he is pleas'd tot 
remove the Ground of Eccleſiaſtical Go» 
vernment from the Magiſtrate, where 
he had juſt before placed it, (which I 
ſuppoſe is meant by Powers) into the 
Hands of the Rabble alſo; for as he goes 
on, So is it no leſs an Error on the other 
Hand to believe, that there is any Spiri- 
tual or Religions Powers, the Exerciſe of 
which may not be derived from them (the 
People) 4; but this, I preſume, he 
hath moſt ſolemnly unſaid in the afore- 
mention'd Declaration; for thereby he 
aſſents, among many other ſuch Do- 
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agrines, to the Collects for Ember-Week, 
and thoſe in the Form of Conſecration 
ich! of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, where- 
oi. in the Church fully expreſſes her Senſe | 

in! to be, that the Father, Son and Holy 
his Spirit, are the immediate Authors and 
2 Founders of Church Government and 
rs, Hierarchy; and now if there be any 
n, Truth in the Oſervation Noſcitur ex Soci- 
h us, a Man may be known by his Compa- 
es) nions, I think there is too much Ground 
4b. to ſuſpe& others of this Claſs of Writers, 
will do as he has done on the like Oc- 
21 caſion; and ſo what can Men of Ho- 
eri: neſty and Integrity think of ſuch Con- 
ind duct, or what Credit or Support can 
or, ſuch Men poſſibly be to any Party or In- 
to tereſt they pretend to eſpouſe, ſo long 
as they are abetted and ſupported by 
any Faction, from whence there is a 
Proſpect of Preferment; or can hold a 
good Income, obtain'd upon Account of 
their pretended Principles, without any 
| Interruption, they will Talk, Write or 
E Preach with a ſeeming immoderate Zeal, 
but as ſoon as any Criſis happens, where- 
in they muſt abandon their Principles and 
| Party, or ſuffer in their worldly Intereſt, 
they as readily chuſe to renounce the 
former, as ever they embraced them. 
| r Dpon 


think it very ſtrange to find ſo many 
Perſons who are really Members of the 
Eftabliſh'd Church, of good Senſe and 
honeſt Principles; ſo hug and careſs this 
1 8 Men meerly en their great pretence 
0 


(30) 


V Upon this Conſideration, I can't but 


Loyalty to the preſent Goy ernment, 


and Enmity to Popery, when it is evi- 
dent they are always prepared to prove 
the worſt of Subjects to one, and the 


natural Conſequence of their Writings is 


the daily Encreaſe of the power and 


Intereſt of the other, as both Reaſon and 


Experience ſhews us; for ſurely ids to 


the firſt, it will be allowed that he 


who is ready, for the fake” of” his Inte- 
reſt, to abandon his Religious Principles 


will not fail ro do the ſame by his Poli- 


tical. ones; and as to the latter;* it is very 
Natural for Religious and well meaning 


People, who have a due Regard for 


their Souls, and are taught, that with- 
our a right Faith they cannot be ſaved, 


when they are confounded and diſtracted 


about it, to take Sanctuary in an Infallible 
Guide; and if the Report be true from a 


neighbouring Country, the Romiſb Prieſts, 


by their uſual Artifices, have taken ſuch 


Advantages of the preſent Diſputes oc- 


 eaſioned by theſe Gentlemens Perfor- 


MAncesy 
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t mances, as to make a plentiful + Har- 

y veſt, and are, tis ſuppos'd, ſtill very 
active and ſucceſsful : The Nonjurors 

= themſelves, though I do believe in my 
Conſcience they are moſt wretchedly 
miſtaken, and that the Patriarchal Scheme 

and Indefeaſible Hereditary Right, are 
as wilde, extravagant and utterly impra- 

© Cticable Notions, as ſome of thoſe I have 
mentioned; yet, I'll be bold to ſay, 
they are better Subjects than theſe Men, 
inaſmuch as in the Nature and Rea ſon of 
Things, an open and avowed Enemy is 
leſs dangerous than a pretended real, 
though falſe and treacherous Friend. 
But theſe Men by their inceſſant Cla- 
mour againſt the danger of Popery, de- 
fend the Proteſtant Religion and tjge 
preſent Government, which next under 
God is like to be the chief Support of 
it. Juſt as a Governour would do a2 
Town, who {hould draw all his Gar- 
riſon and Artillery to that fide where 
the Beſieged only make a Shew of At- 
tacking, and there make ſuch a con- 
tinual Firing, as though the Enemy 
were juſt going to ſtorm, whilſt there 
is a private Breach at the other fide, 
where they are creeping in by degrees 

| undiſcover'd, until they have got Strength 
. cnough 


1 
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enough to ſurprize the Place, the Go- 
vernor being ſr cady to become as. good 


aà Subject to the Conqueror, as he was 
to his former Sovereign ; neither is there 
any want of Charity in the Compa- 


riſon, one would think the bare Re- 
fieftion on theſe Things were ſufficient 


to raiſe a general Indignation againſt 
_ the Principles of theſe Men, not only in 
the Members of the Church of Exglana, 


but in all who ſingerely embrace the 


Proteſtant Religion; and ſince Self. 
Intereſt, Pride, cc. ſeems to be the 


grand Motive inducing them to propa- 
gate their Notions, it may be as pro- 
per a Way as any to diſcaurage them, 


to ſhew an Averſion to their Conver- 
lation, and inflead of carreſſing and 
applauding them, make them the Ob- 


fturbers of the Peace of 8 Mankind 


and ſuch a Conduct is ſo far from be- 


ing a Breach of Chriſtian Charity, as 


ſome would inſinuate, that it is a 
Duty enjoyn'd by St. Paul, as appears 


by ſeveral Paſſages in his Epiſtles, 
Phil. 3. Verſ. 2, 1 Tim. Verſ. 6. Nay, 
St. John tells us, 2 Eph. 10, 11. That 


by entertaining, and being Courteous to 
them, we are Partakers of their evil 


| Deeds. 


Papers publick. 


(33). 


Deeds. "And if every Perſon who is 


E deſirous of the Peace of our Jeruſalem, 


would but be perſwaded to obſerve 


theſe Rules in their Behaviour towards 


theſe Men, there's great Probability, 
that they would chuſe to deſiſt; nay, 
ſome of them rather recant than to 


be thus uſed, by which Means the evil 


Cauſe being removed, its pernicious 
Effects would, in all Probability, gra- 
dually decreaſe, which, as it ought to 
be the hearty Prayer, and Endeavour 


of every true Proteſtant, ſo it is the 


chief Inducement to the making theſe 
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